
Jonathan Karp

Simon & Schuster, Inc.

1230 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10020

March 20, 2023

To the attention of Jonathan Karp, President and Chief Executive Officer of Simon & Schuster,

As a robust and comprehensive coalition of HIV/AIDS advocates, organizations, and public health experts,

we are writing to you with an urgent concern. Simon & Schuster (by subsidiary Skyhorse) has plans to

distribute a book called, The Real AIDS Epidemic: How the Tragic HIV Mistake Threatens Us All by

recognized AIDS denialist Rebecca Culshaw on March 28, 2023. In the midst of coexisting pandemics and

public health outbreaks, we know the dire and deadly consequences of spreading misinformation and

denialism. It is disappointing that a book like Culshaw’s is on a roster of your releases in 2023, but you

still have a chance to reverse this decision. We are asking you to reconsider this book deal and stop its

distribution.

The thesis of Culshaw’s book is that HIV does not conclusively cause AIDS, but that this was a ‘mistake’

made in the 1980s and never amended or corrected. To the contrary, that HIV causes AIDS was

demonstrated first in the 1980s, when the virus was discovered, and subsequently research has only

strengthened that causal link in the subsequent decades, including via in vitro systems, in animal models,

including non-human primates, via molecular phylogenetics, and in human samples.

Research has shown conclusively that misinformation and denialism do material harm to HIV/AIDS

prevention, testing, and treatment. For example, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved

oral PrEP over a decade ago in 2012. However, this drug, which is 99 percent effective in preventing HIV,

has been woefully underutilized, especially in the communities that would benefit from it the most.

While 67 percent of white people recommended for PrEP have access to the drug, astonishingly, only 8

percent of Black people eligible – who also disproportionately make up a majority of new HIV

transmissions – are currently using the medication. With new prevention tools on the market, as well as

revolutionary treatment options (people living with HIV who are on effective medication with their

HIV viral load undetectable cannot transmit HIV to their sexual partners, known as undetectable =

untransmittable, or U=U), misinformation which helps exacerbate stigma, discrimination, and medical

distrust should not be an added barrier to accessing lifesaving drugs.

Furthermore, research has shown that AIDS denialism poses real health risk to people living with HIV and

their sexual partners. We know that patients who fall into AIDS denialism are more likely to experience

HIV-related symptoms of illness and have higher, detectable viral loads, meaning the virus (which is real)

can be transmitted to their sexual partners. By releasing an AIDS denialist book, Simon & Schuster would

be encouraging vulnerable people to ignore medical directions and to stop their medications, which is

dangerous to their health and is likely to lead to a higher amount of virus in their bodies.

https://web.archive.org/web/20230121001035/https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Real-AIDS-Epidemic/Rebecca-V-Culshaw/Children-s-Health-Defense/9781510776715
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3015095/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2023/01/06/fact-check-abundant-scientific-research-shows-hiv-causes-aids-kary-mullis-aids-denialism-conspiracy/10991064002/


In late 2019, weeks prior to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic which is still disproportionately deadly

to people living with HIV, HIV/AIDS advocates raised the alarm about inaccurate Truvada lawsuit ads

promoted on social media and allowed by platforms such as Facebook and Instagram. In response,

advocates penned a letter to Mark Zuckerberg and Facebook executives to take down the ads knowing

that they would heighten fears about taking PrEP. Since then, Facebook has taken down a majority–if not

all–anti-PrEP ads. Now Simon & Schuster faces the time and obligation to do the same.

Rebecca Culshaw’s book Science Sold Out: Does HIV Really Cause AIDS? tipped off veteran HIV/AIDS

advocates and leading doctors in the infectious disease space back in 2007. Dr. Kenneth Whitaker Witwer

of John Hopkins Medicine and Dr. Ruy Ribeiro of University of New Mexico break down Culshaw’s

“egregious errors” in this four-page critique. They both also co-authored this critical response of her

paper titled Mathematical Modeling of AIDS Progression: Limitations, Expectations, and Future

Directions in 2006. Advocates time and time again have tried to warn educators and publishers the

dangers of platforming someone like Rebecca Culshaw. It is important that Simon & Schuster apply this

thorough and science-backed guidance and put an end to the distribution of Culshaw’s HIV/AIDS

denialism and misinformation.

The co-signatories of this letter demand that:

● Simon & Schuster immediately end plans for distribution of the book, The Real AIDS Epidemic:

How the Tragic HIV Mistake Threatens Us All by Rebecca Culshaw.

● Simon & Schuster reassess other future releases to ensure that other books won’t assist similar

damage to public health.

● Simon & Schuster create a public health working group to assure community members that this

will not happen again.

As a major publishing house, Simon & Schuster has a duty to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS

misinformation and denialism. Every occurrence adds needless life to an epidemic that has persisted for

far too long. These concerns listed from HIV/AIDS advocates, organizations, and public health experts

must be prioritized and taken seriously by Simon & Schuster.

https://www.aidsmap.com/news/aug-2022/people-hiv-still-higher-risk-death-covid-19-omicron-wave
https://www.thebody.com/article/those-truvada-lawsuit-ads-you-see-everywhere-may-hinder-public-health
https://www.thebody.com/article/those-truvada-lawsuit-ads-you-see-everywhere-may-hinder-public-health
https://www.glaad.org/blog/open-letter-facebook
https://www.aidstruth.org/documents/science-sold-out-summary.pdf
https://www.aidstruth.org/JPandS-327.pdf


Signed,

Organizations:

above/ground press

Act Now: End AIDS (ANEA)

Coalition

ACT UP London

ACT UP NY

ADAP Advocacy Association

African Services Committee

Albany Damien Center

All Kinds Accessibility

Consulting

Arsenal Pulp Press

AVAC

Botton, Ink.

Cascade AIDS Project

Community Access National

Network

Crip News

CRISPR for Cure

Collaboratory

Dibby Theatre

Disability in Publishing

ElderPride Inc.

Familia:TQLM

FATCAMP Party Collective

Fonograf Editions

Foundation for Integrative

AIDS Research (FIAR)

GLAAD

GMHC

Hacking//Hustling

Health GAP (Global Access

Project)

Health Justice

Het HEM

HIV and Aging Research

Project | Palm Springs

HIVForum.info

Indivisible Activate NYC

Housing Works

iHealth

JournalsAndBooks.com, Inc.

Jug Run Press LLC

Kate Martin Therapy

Lambda Independent

Democrats of Brooklyn

LGBT Center of Greater

Cleveland

Long COVID Justice

Loyalty Bookstores

My Fabulous Disease

NAM aidsmap

New York City AIDS Memorial

One More Page Books

Pink Oracle

Plus Life Media

PlusInc

Positive Women’s Network -

USA

PrEP4All

Queer Crime Writers

Queer Palestinian

Empowerment Network

Ragon Institute of Mass

Rizzoli International

Publications, Inc.

Seven Stories Press

General, MIT and Harvard

Strategies for High Impact

(S4HI)

Southern Tier AIDS

The Paperback Exchange

Bookstore

Program/Southern Tier Care

Coordination

The Well Project

Trans Equity Consulting

Treatment Action Group

(TAG)

U=U Plus

What Would an HIV Doula

Do?

Individuals:

Ariel Aberg-Riger

Paul Adamson MD MPH

Dahlia Adler

Hillel Adler

Sarah Ahiers

Bradley Ahlström

Jessica Alamo

Alex

ALKS

Eyad Alkurabi

Lily Alvarado

Carmen Alvarez

Jennifer Alvarez

Grace Ambrossi

Laura Amos

Joshua Anderson

Andrew

Jen Appell

Ivy Arce

Arden

Diana Arterian

Aimée Argote

Sam Armbruster, MPH

Jareth Arnold

Jason Arnold

Wendy Ashmun

Z Aung

Andrés Alvarado Avila

Angel Avina

Jennifer Avril

Aysha

Corey Baesler

Jennifer Baker

Thom Baker



Robert Ballantyne

Awura Ama Barnie-Duah

Gwenn Barringer

Devin Barrett

John J Barry

Laura Beal

Katie Beasley

Liz Bell

Matt Bell

Beau Belle

Rakie Bennett

Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore

Jeff Berry

Finnegan Bevilacqua

Marke Bieschke

Oni Blackstock, MD, MHS

Paul Blore

Dr Robert Bohan

Rob Bokkon

Caroline Boll

Marianne Boll

Christine Bollow

Margot Bonner

David Bontumasi

Cheriko A. Boone

Erik Bottcher

Sari Botton

Albert Bowes

Christopher Bram

Wendy Brandes

Katie Breck

Keegan Brewster

Eva Brotslaw

Hanna Brown

Yharnet Browne

Drew Broussard

Becky Brunton

Brenda Buchanan

Kitty Buehler, MS

Mark Burdett

Kate Wilson-Burnett

Gabriella Cabrera

Corey Campbell

James Carey

Cynthia Carrera

Will Carson

George M. Carter

Julianna Catania, MPH

Heather Cathers

Jessica Cawley

Matthew B. Chambers

Alexander Chee

Sherman Chen

Alexander Cheves

Jason Cianciotto

Joelle Circé

Taylor Clarke

Audrey Class

Claudia

Zachary Clemente

Paul Clift

Rebecca Cohen MD, MPH

Samuel Cohen

Shauna Colbath

Emerson Collins

Blake Colton

Jennifer Cooper

John Copenhaver

Malia Cordel

Randall Correia MD ScM

Andy Corren

Rachel Vorona Cote

Isa Cote-Lalumiere

Courtney Cross

Eliza Coviello

Chris Cowden

Daniel Allen Cox

Maxe Crandall

Eliel Cruz

Jay D

Angela Dallara

Isabel DaSilva

Ellen Datlow

Rosie Dauval

Paul A. D'Avanzo, PhD

JD Davids

Mr. H O Davies

Clara Davis

Alexondra De La Rosa

Shawn Decker

Dee

Rosalyn DeMattia

David Demchuk

Wouter DenHaan

J. Michael Denton, PhD

Virginia Diaz

Nikki Dolson

Amanda Doyle

Faith Drucker

Ace Dufresne

Jace Eaton

Akwaeke Emezi

Jessi Eoin

Samuel Ernest

Brooke A. Evans

Kenyon Farrow

Lane Fields

Audra Figgins

Dr João Florêncio

Jason Fluegge

Brian T. Foley

Pete Forester

Dr. Mark Foster
Jaime Fountaine
Aldy Fourcade
Megan Frampton

ChaeRan Freeze

Cameron French

Jessica Fuller

Tyler Fuller, MTS, MPH, CHES

Alyssa Furukawa, MPH

Patricia Gallagher

Kelly Gallucci

Eddie Gamboa

Robert Gamboa

Christopher Garcia



Christopher Garcia-Wilde,

MD, MPH

Mallory Garrett, LMFT

Stephanie Gayle

Amelia Rose Gearhart

Lisa Geiszler

Cecilia Gentili

Michael Gifford

Morgan Glass

Sam Glatt

Eric Gold

Nan Goldin

Carlos Gomez

R Gonzales

Janeway Granche

Howard Grossman MD

Kevin Gotkin

Allison Grunwald

Stephanie Guerdan

Dom Guida

Jennicet Gutiérrez

Joshua Gutterman Tranen

Mandie Guy

Stephen Guy-Bray

Anne Hagan

Amanda Hager, MA LPC

Zaki Hagins

Andrew Hahn

Cammie Hall

Nathaniel Hall

Russell S Halley

Sarah Hamburg

Shannon Hardy

Dave Harper

Mark Harrington

Reginald Harris

Christopher Heizer

Tomas Hemstad

Alex Henkel

Linda Herard

Ailsa & Kate Hermann-Wu

Martin Hernandez

Diane Herrig

Christopher Herrmann

Stephen A Hicks

Nels Highberg, Professor

Chelsie Hinds

Mary Hoag

Matthew Hodson

Leah Hollander

Becket Honeycutt

Trevor Hoppe

Gregory Howard

Heather C. Huber

Tabitha Huizinga

Hunter

Manuel Hurtado

Viola Hyland

Meredith Ireland

Ellen Isaacs, MD

Mark J

Richard Jackman

Avery James

Carrie James

Deepta Janardhan

Foxy Jazzabelle

Richard Jefferys

Ren Jender

Joan

Sarah Johnson

Kyle Jozsa

Perry Junjulas

Tom Kalin

Colin Kasl

Hallie Katherine

Morgan Kee

Noam Keim

Dharma Kelleher

Marilyn “The Fat Britney”

Kelly

Whitney Kemble

Emma Kennedy

Maia Kenney

Louise Kenward

Michael J Kerr

Theodore Kerr

Kevin

Thomas Keyton

Naina Khanna

Ken Kidd

Paul Kidd

Charles King

Dave King

Mark S. King

Kerry Kissinger

CK Klein

Wendy Kloiber

Richard Klos

Graham Kolbeins

Dave Kopka

Peter B Kostrobala

Dennis D Kovanda

Megan Kramer

Steven F. Kruger

Andrea Kszystyniak

Melissa L

Brian Lam

Emily Landry

Russell (Pinky) Lash

Kayla Latta

Kallen Law

Jen Laws

Chris Lawson

De'Ashia Lee

Isaac Lee

Max Lee

Michelle Lee

Kira Leigh

William M Lenihan

Zachary Lennon-Simon

Nicole Leo

Matthew Lesieur

Cassandra Leveille

Shai Levene-Watkins, LCSW

Amy Li

Andrew Li



Michelle Li

Victor Li

Ezri Kjær Lilleårstein

Emily Lind

Brona Little

Kristofer Lorne

Caleb LoSchiavo, MPH

Melissa Louise

Amanda Lugg

Annalia Luna

Cari Luna

Kate Luxion, MFA MPH LCCE

Dr. Andy Lynn

Brandon M. Macsata

Ruth Madievsky

Drew Madore

Matt Mager

Alison Mahoney

Marcelo Maia

Malbec

Henry Manes

Ira Manhoff

Kelly Marble

MariNaomi

Mario

Carrie Marshall

Lauren Markham

Jeffrey Marks

Kiana Marsan

Kate Martin

Tanny Martin, Retired RN

Ryan Marino, MD

Nina Martinez

Linz Mas

Gale Massey

James Mayfield

Jessica McGale-Cooper

Rob Mclennan

Kathryn McMahon

Kelso McNaught

Jose Mejia

Kevin Michael

Thomas Miles

Ben Miller

Cassidy Miller

Nicholas Mongiardo-Cooper

Nara Monteiro

Dana Moore

John P. Moore

Skylar Moore

Katherine Morgan

Eamon Moris

Cynthia Morrill

Kendall Queer Morrison

Abdul-Aliy A. Muhammad

Murphy

Meredith Murphy

Tim Murphy

Laurianna Murray

Mason Myers, PharmD ‘23

Lelia N

Jami Nakamura Lin

Julia Napolitano

August E. Naston

Natalie

Camilo Nazar

Chael Needle

Steven M. Negron-Candelario

Eric Andrew Newman

Victoria Noe

Tausif Noor

Robert A. Novak

Mark O’Brien

Andrew

O’Callaghan-Williamson

John

O'Callaghan-Williamson

Anthony Oliveira

Marisa Olson

Kristen O'Neal

Kelley L O’Neill

Steve Orlando

Rob Osler

Joseph Osmundson, PhD

Roma Panganiban

Marija Pantelic

Teddy Partridge

Chris Peck

Murray Penner

Eric Pfleider

Matt Phillips

Paulette Pierce

John Pietaro

William Plunkett
Tom Powell
Jack Pretzer

Priscilla

Ekaterina Pugachova

Ben Purkert

Artur Queiroz

Seeley Quest

Judy Raddue

Brady Rae

Jesus Ramirez-Valles

Kirthana Ramisetti

Amy Raspatello

Zara Raven

Harry F. Rey

Arielle Reyes

Randy Ribay

Susan Riggs

Gary D. Rissman

Annie Ristuccia, MPH

Ado Rivera

Mathew Rodriguez

Caryn Rose

Jason D. Rosenberg

Grant Roth

Ellen Russell

Francey Russell

Hugh Ryan

Amy S

Brittany S

Sabrina

Afiya Sajwani

Zoé Samudzi



Michael Sanchez

Myrea Saunders

Eric Sawyer

Frank Scarfone

Veronica Schanoes

Sophie Schell

Danielle Schiestle

Karl Schmid

Dennison Schultz

Cassie Schulz

Amanda Schumacher
Michael Seel
Carson Sehr
Shelby Seier
Anastasia Selby

Jonathan Shaffer

Noa Shaindlinger

Madeline Shellhouse

Benjamin Heim Shepard

Connor Sheridan

Eileen Shyler

William J Siegel

Jason Silverstein

TQ Sims

Adam Singer

Mar Slaughter

Ardis Smith

Courtney Smith

Daniel Smith

Danez Smith

Derek Smith

Kaleigh Smith

Kimberleigh Joy Smith

Mandy D Smith

Summer Smith

Tara C. Smith

Funmi Soroye

Amy Spalding

Rebecca Speas

Adam D. Sperry

Peter Staley

LC Star

Gabriel Starner

Adie Steckel

Aleithia Stephens

Ian Stephenson

Miranda J. Stinson

Sara Jane Stoner

Casey Strack

Kory Stuer

Kimberly L Sue MD PhD

Misa Sugiura

Stephen Sukumaran, MPH

Margaret Swezey

Alexis Swope

Natalia Sylvester

Sophie Talmadge Silleck

Allison Tamarkin Paller

Marissa Tambasco

Jeff Taylor

Charles Theonia

Parisa Thepmankorn

Harry Thomas

Conyers Thompson

Nigel Thompson

Steven Thrasher, PhD

Fran Tirado

Liz Tracey

Mai Tran

Caleb Trotz

Hank Trout, M.A.

Mary Trujillo

Aoi Tsuda

Andrea Tucci

Kay Ulanday Barrett

Frank Vaca

Jakob Vala

William van Roden

Alex Vance

Ricky Varghese

James Veitch

Jacques Viau

Jasmine Victor

Lisa Wartenberg Vélez

Reed Vreeland

Charles Wain

Jack Wakely

Zanebia Walker

Catriona Ward

Kathryn Warner

Rachel Lin Weaver

Catherine Weening

Rebecca Kim Wells

Ashanti White-Wallace

Mathieu Whitman

Amanda Whyte

Helen Wiley

Matt Williams

Jonathan Wlodarski

Timothy Woitas

Kendall Wolfe

Taylor Wolfe

Anna Wood

Nathan Xie

Gavin Yamey MD MPH

Artaud Yoann

Anne Yoder

David Zachariason

Kent R. Zacherl

Matthew Zinck


